India report
Indian eventing a nation ready to rise. 

When initially invited to TD a CIC 2*event in India my initial thoughts were of precaution.  However did I recall a batch of Indian riders basing in Australia with Heath Ryan and then a year or so later with Sharon Carroll.   There was certainly some history of eventing In India, there has been many competitions held over the years with course designers and officials attending from Australia and elsewhere.

Our own Geoff Sinclair who had recently conducted a TD and course designer’s seminar for the FEI in India assured me the newly accredited CD’s, TDS  and stewards were great. So off to Bengaluru  (Bangalore)I headed measuring stick in hand and a fear of just how hot a curry may be.  

Geoff Sinclair was on the money, all the officials were efficient and enthusiastic; many were the riders of a previous generation that had been based for a period with Sharon Carol or Heath Ryan, all spoke exceptional English and enjoyed relaxing at the end of the day.  I couldn’t quite get into the 5:30 am army Yoga sessions. 
Eventing is different in India , most riding is associated with military bases. The Indian army maintains a working cavalry; yes that’s correct horses and mules for military purposes.  The Army and Boarder security forces maintain training centres to train veterinarians, grooms, riders and transports maintain their horses and mules. The cavalry from what I understand is often on duty along the northern Boarders of India with Pakistan Nepal and Afghanistan primarily’ involved in logistics but more active duties as well. 

The up side of this military association is that the basic horsemanship is very good and very appropriate for the  climate and horses required for work rather than purely pleasure.  Another benefit is that soldiers who are riders are able to use their work horses for sport and they love eventing.  The military also assist with transport, housing, veterinary care and sports facilities and administration for those soldiers interested in competition. The local climate poses some interesting challenges with extreme heat and humidity on some days but with some military ingenuity anything is possible. In the lead up to the competition a huge amount of rain was received but with 2500 recruits and a bull dozer or two the event goes on.   

The Military also breeds most of the sport horses in India and has been using imported European and local thoroughbred bloodlines for many years.  They also have a local breed with a very interesting set of ears. Some civilian riders are beginning to import going horses and a fledgling breeding industry getting off the ground. If there is one aspect that would make a huge impact on the sport is sports specific coaching to refine the base skills that the riders have developed. There is certainly no shortage of talent in the riders or horses.
The sport administration I found to be very good, conducted with Military precision and efficiencies by growing number of competent CD’s, TD’s and stewards thanks to FEI programs. There is a very positive feel about the possibilities for India’s eventing largely due to the enthusiasm for the sport form the organisations leadership, the competitors and the officials.  The Asian games in particular are a primary goal but there is an undercurrent to succeed on grander stages. 
So if you are up for an adventure or looking for opportunities in Eventing head to India and watch out for the Curry it is everything it is reputed to be.  
